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PART XXXI OF THE MACHINE: THE
SIXTH LAYER
How an investigation became a false friendship, how that friendship
had to become an investigation again, and why the deepest wound
in this story still points back to Lisa.

TROY BARILE

APR 16, 2026

Survivor Resources

As always, this reporting remains free. Paid subscriptions and Buy Me a Coffee
support help cover records, research tools, and document costs, but there is no

obligation.

Get The Follow The Files Workbook

Buy Me A Coffee

This is the last piece in this series where Sascha Riley is at the center of the story but
the investigation does not stop here. It is the last because the work of building the
documented record around him is finished and what that record shows is now enough
for me to say, with my name on it, that I was misled and stayed closer to this source
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for longer than the record supported, and that I am capable of telling you exactly how
that happened and exactly what it shows about the operation that made it possible.

I am not writing this as a confession or as an act of self-punishment, either. I am
writing it as a journalist who got close enough to a source to have his own proximity
become part of the evidence, and who believes you deserve to understand the full
sequence rather than just the conclusion. The conclusion is that Sascha Riley’s
public account as presented across interviews, recordings, and direct private
messages, contains specific claims that cannot be independently verified and specific
elements that are directly contradicted by documented evidence and first-hand
witness testimony. The sequence that produced that conclusion is the story I am
telling here.
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Before this piece was written, Astra Crosby, a survivor of sex trafficking beginning at
age fifteen, spent time over seventy-two hours in the same room as William Sascha
Riley. She came away with two recordings and conclusions that align with mine from
a different vantage. Her videos went public just a few days ago and, if you haven’t
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watched them yet, read this first as the order is deliberate.

Subscribed

I got fooled. I want to say that plainly before anything else in this piece, because
every reader who believed this story the way I did deserves to hear it without
softening regardless of how many times I went back and forth between investigator
and someone who really began to care about Sascha Riley.

I am an investigative journalist who spent months building the documented record of
the network surrounding Maxwell and Epstein. I wrote five pieces identifying the
platform operator, the convicted felon presented as a credible witness, the
amplification infrastructure, and the institutional fraud dressed up as survivor
advocacy. While I wrote those pieces, I was in direct private contact with the source
at the center of the story. I believed him, then I doubted, believed again, and then,
through a combination of a very long phone call, two recordings I had not heard
before, and a comparison of messages across two separate private channels, I learned
what I had been inside.

I am telling you all of that before I tell you anything else because the truth about
Sascha Riley, whatever it finally turns out to be, does not reduce the damage this
story did. It does not restore the credibility that real survivors lost when this story
consumed every square inch of available oxygen in the room for months or undo the
weeks I spent helping amplify a narrative I could not fully verify. It does not fix what
happened to the people this series was built to serve.

If you are a real survivor of what Epstein and Maxwell built, I am sorry. I am
sorry this story occupied the space that belongs to your testimony and that I moved
faster than the evidence fully supported. I tried to be careful but was not careful

WHAT I OWE YOU FIRST
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enough and you deserved better from this investigation, and you will get it from here
forward. That apology is the first paragraph of this piece, not a footnote.

Subscribed

Before you read what happened with Sascha Riley, you need to know what Lisa
Noelle Voldeng said about me. Some of you believed her, some of you may still, and
because everything she said about me was designed to do exactly what a discrediting
campaign is designed to do — make you read anything I publish through a layer of
suspicion she placed there first — I am going to say it all back to you now, with my
name on it.

She said I groomed Sascha Riley, called me a grifter, said I sabotaged a podcast
appearance in order to harm his ability to tell his story, told private contacts that I was
found near Medford, Oregon in a stolen vehicle, and told people I had committed

WHO I AM TO LISA VOLDENG
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fraud and falsely claimed to be a professor at a University in a state that I have never
even been to. She said a public safety officer confirmed I never attended the
institution I claimed, and that I had ties to Ohio State University. She said she spoke
to police who confirmed I was a fraud and that I am careless, conscienceless, and
criminal. Not one of those claims is true and every person who received them
privately can verify that by doing what Lisa apparently cannot: looking at the public
record.
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Not only did Lisa Voldeng send the police to my home for a wellness check but
Sascha also said that she did the same to him without knowing it had just happened

to me.

I want to be specific about the Ohio State reference because it is not random. George
B. Tonks, the man with the BOP Register Number 09650-424, three federal
convictions, $1,569,872 in unpaid restitution, named in EFTA01652016 alongside
Ghislaine Maxwell and David Boies has built part of his fabricated victimhood
narrative around Ohio State University and the documented Richard Strauss abuse
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scandal there. Jim Jordan’s name is attached to that institution and that history and
Tonks has used that connection in his own documented disinformation work. When
Voldeng told a journalist that I was associated with Ohio State, she was not making a
random geographical choice but planting this investigation’s author inside Tonks’s
existing narrative architecture. Like I said, I have never been to Ohio. The
connection she invented is precisely the connection that serves Tonks’s operation, and
those two facts together describe a deliberate act.

She called me a groomer because I helped Sascha set up a live interview TikTok live.
He could not figure out the technology and my original platform, Youtube, had fallen
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through. Astra went over to help and when the setup still was not working, she let
him use her phone. We both helped make that happen and we have both been called
many things for doing so. Someone helping a source access a platform is not
grooming and she knows that. The accusation was about what she needed people
to believe before I published anything.

She called me a grifter and, yet, I have never charged anyone for this work. This
series is free and the research comes out of my own pocket and from the support of
readers who choose to help. Lisa Noelle Voldeng ran paid membership tiers for her
Knight League, collected survivor materials into a vault behind a ProtonMail address,
and announced international legal proceedings that have never produced a single
filing anyone can locate. If there is a grift operating in this story, it is not mine, but
we will get to that in a later part.
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She said I sabotaged a podcast but the timeline shows otherwise. The disruption to
the Doormen’s 1776 podcast episode occurred before I was anywhere near Sascha’s
situation that day. She blamed me because I was the most available target and
because blaming me protected a narrative she needed to keep intact: that any outside
contact Sascha had was contamination, and that she was the only legitimate steward
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of his story.
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“This was not caution. This was preemptive contamination delivered to a journalist
before the journalism arrived.”
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“The truly powerful do not commit crimes”

Before Lisa Noelle Voldeng became a self-proclaimed survivor advocate, she was
someone else.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF WHO LISA WAS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJgELYoEtoM
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She hosted a program called The Future Now Show for the Club of Amsterdam, a
European think tank focused on science, technology, and social policy. In those
recordings she went by Lee Volding and Lis Volding where she moderated panel
discussions on climate policy, collaborative networks, privacy technology, and the
future of food systems. She quoted NASA scientists, referenced the Silicon Valley
Space Club, and positioned herself as a futurist with credible institutional
connections across multiple countries. The transcripts of those shows are in the
public domain, and they show a woman who is comfortable on camera, fluent in the
language of institutional authority, and practiced at making a room feel like
something consequential is happening inside it.

The Club of Amsterdam listed her as a Partner and Collaborator. This is the kind of
scaffolding that serious operators build over time through the use of institutional
association which creates the appearance of credibility to anyone who does not look
at it closely or for long enough.

Then the Epstein files started releasing and the same woman who spent years
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discussing climate science and collaborative network-building became the publisher
of the most extreme survivor testimony in the post-conviction survivor ecosystem.
She built a vault, announced United Nations proceedings, accumulated 77,000 paid
and free subscribers on Substack, and falsely told those subscribers she was in
contact with a senator, with congressional offices, with international legal teams. She
told them the documentation was coming but it never did. When Sascha Riley was
asked on his own five-hour live broadcast whether Lisa ever showed him proof that
she had submitted anything to the United Nations or The Hague, his answer was a
single word: No.

I am not arguing that her Club of Amsterdam history makes her current operation
fraudulent on its own but it does makes her skilled in a specific way. A person who
spent years building a credible-sounding public persona across international
platforms did not wander into survivor advocacy without a tool kit. She arrived with
camera comfort, institutional language, the ability to project authority without
producing evidence, and a practiced fluency in the vocabulary of urgency and access.
That is not a neutral background in the context of what follows.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lr46fgXYqbY
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“The same woman. A different platform. A different audience.”

This is Part XXXI of a series that has been building the record for thirty prior pieces
and, don’t worry, I am not going to reproduce all five layers here. They are in the
earlier parts of this series and any reader who wants the full architecture can find it
there. What needs to be understood for this piece is the shape of what was already in
place before Sascha Riley ever appeared.

Lisa Voldeng built a vault with one operator and no public accountability and
announced institutional relationships that never produced institutional documents.
She managed her primary source in ways that kept him cut off from outside scrutiny
while continuing to platforming a convicted federal felon named in a federal witness

THE FIVE LAYERS BEFORE THIS ONE
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harassment complaint alongside Maxwell, George B. Tonks, throughout the entire
period she was presenting herself as a survivor advocate, and ran a preemptive
discrediting campaign against journalists who asked hard questions. All of that was
operational before Sascha became publicly visible, and all of it continued after
she dropped him.

The sixth layer is what arrived when that infrastructure was already running. Five
layers had to exist before a single human being, presenting as someone in pain who
needed the world to care, could walk through the door and find everything already
designed to elevate him without ever checking whether he was who he said he was.
The machine did not create the sixth layer. The sixth layer found the machine,
and it turned out to be the most effective layer the machine had ever
encountered, because it was the one that looked nothing like a machine at all.

Subscribed

I want to be honest about where I was when this story entered my life, because the
cheap version of what follows would flatten this into a journalist who fell for a con
and that is not a complete account of what happened.

I arrived at Sascha Riley as an investigator. I was skeptical, taking notes, and tracking
what he told me against what he said in other contexts and against the public record. I
questioned him in real time, kept a working file, watched for places where the story
changed shape or confidence, and I held that skepticism longer than most people
around this story did, and I held it in a way he could sense. What I did not fully
understand at the time is that a source who cannot be easily swept up is not a harder
target for a certain kind of manipulation. In some configurations, that source is a
more valuable one, because the trust, when it finally arrives, lands harder.

HOW THE SOURCE RELATIONSHIP STARTED

https://thefalloutwithtbs.substack.com/api/v1/post/%25%account_url%25%25


5/21/26, 8:25 PM

Page 23 of 93https://thefalloutwithtbs.substack.com/api/v1/post/pdf?postId=194353011

What changed the shape of the relationship was not a single dramatic moment of
persuasion but an accumulation over weeks. He came back into contact describing
fear and a sense of being managed in ways nobody on the outside fully understood.
He said Lisa was holding things back, keeping things quiet, and controlling access.
What he said privately matched the central line of what I was already documenting
independently from outside his orbit. When a private source confirms the core of
your independent investigation in real time, that is what corroboration is
supposed to feel like. That is exactly why contamination through a private
channel is such a precise tool.

“The investigation did not stay professional. That shift is part of the evidence.”

Over time, as the relationship deepened, he said things in messages that people do not
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say to investigators. He said things that felt like the language of real trust and began
to, at more than one point across our private communications, tell me that he loved
me. I want to be precise about what that was and what it was not because it wasn’t
just one singular dramatic statement. It was something said the way people say it
when a relationship has become close enough that it feels natural, in the middle of
ordinary conversation, the way it can happen between people who have been through
something difficult together. I know what it felt like to receive it and I am writing this
piece in part because I now understand more clearly what it was.

Subscribed

He told me in our private conversations that Lisa had called me dangerous and when
I said I found that amusing, he corrected me. His response was

“probably dangerously close to exposing her bullshit”

followed by

“you’re smart and that scares her.”

WHAT HE SAID ABOUT LISA, IN PRIVATE
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He was describing her operation to me. That is one reason it took longer to fully see
what his role in it was.
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On March 10, 2026, Riley sent Lisa three text messages but did not respond to any of
them. The last one called her the human version of a catch-and-kill story and he
showed me those screenshots confirming the date. He posted on his own public
Threads account, which at the time had 547,000 followers, that

“she was going through and deleting our conversations today — unfortunately
she’s a day late and a dollar short because I already screenshotted all of our
conversations in anticipation of this.”

He posted publicly that she was

“the lady who was pretending to help me but really had other intentions.”
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He posted that she

“put the ones she has behind a paywall.”
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Riley’s private message to me before his own public statement about Voldeng. He
posted this but she was clearly not available for comment.

The consent framework governing all of it was explicit. I told Riley directly:

“do know, though I will not share anything with anyone unless you tell me that I
can.”

His response was: I appreciate it and that was the understanding under which
everything was shared. I asked again and he responded that he wanted her exposed
and asked me to help because, in his own words, she

“hated me so much.”
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The documented record of what she tried to do to this investigation confirms that
feeling was mutual, and that her methods extended well past professional
disagreement into the territory of specific false criminal allegations delivered to
working journalists.
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The consent framework, my commitment, and Sascha Riley’s acknowledgment.

The message lane also contains a consistent lane about Lisa across several separate
conversations: Lisa as a person who held him back, Lisa as a person who kept things
quiet, and Lisa as a person who controlled access and used the role of protector in
ways that felt less like care and more like management. That lane was there early,
consistently, and it matched the central line of what I was already documenting about
her operation from the outside. That is a significant part of why it took longer to
see the full picture. When a private source confirms your independent investigation
in real time and continues confirming it across weeks, the confirmation starts to feel
like corroboration even when it is not. Consistency across a single source is not the
same thing as corroboration from multiple independent sources and that distinction
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is the one I should have applied more rigorously and earlier.
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The same lane, across multiple conversations. Consistency made the contamination
harder to see.

Subscribed

The first significant disruption came through Sascha’s ex-wife, Pearleen. When her
public statements appeared, the field widened in a way I could not set aside. A second
account, a parallel set of facts, and a different orientation toward the same sequence
of events. Some of what she said was independently verifiable and some of what she
said introduced a lane that the survivor-centered public narrative had been
consistently omitting: child support proceedings, service attempts, a 529 account,
divorce litigation, attorney activity, and a domestic conduct record that was nothing
like the portrait being publicly presented.

THE FIRST CRACKS
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I did not conclude from Pearleen’s statements that everything Sascha had ever said
was false because that would have been the wrong analytical move, and I knew it. A
person’s conduct in a domestic dispute does not tell you anything definitive about
whether they were abused in childhood. Those things can coexist and the coexistence
does not resolve the abuse question either way. What Pearleen’s statements did was
establish a parallel factual record — verifiable, concrete, tied to documents —
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running alongside a public narrative that had no equivalent documentary foundation.
The asymmetry between what was documentable and what was not was very visible
from the first day that lane appeared.
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Part of me stayed open after Pearleen’s statements. The personal lane came back in
along with concern and familiarity. I want readers to understand what that means in
practice, because the easy read of what I am describing is a journalist who should
have known better. A false friendship is not false in every feeling it produces because
a person can use real warmth as a tool without that warmth being entirely
manufactured. A person can sound genuinely frightened and still be misleading you
and even say things that are accurate in one lane and fabricated in the next, and the
combination produces a kind of cognitive stickiness that does not dissolve easily
even when the evidence begins to shift. The extended personal contact made it
harder to apply the same method I would have applied to a source I had never spoken
with directly, and that difficulty was not a sign of stupidity but that the method being
used on me was working.

Subscribed

THE SIXTH LAYER
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The first five layers of this investigation are documented across thirty prior pieces and
include: the platform layer, the convicted amplifier, the esoteric routing network, the
derivative amplification infrastructure, and the broader disinformation architecture.
Those layers are in the series, and some are still yet to be published, so I am not
reproducing them here. What I need to describe is the layer that was not in any of
those pieces because I was inside it while I was writing them.

The sixth layer is the one that moves off the screen and into private trust. It turns a
source into someone who seems to need you and teaches you that maintaining
professional distance is a form of cruelty toward a person in pain. It asks you to carry
the emotional weight of doubt in a way that makes doubt feel irresponsible rather
than methodologically sound, turns your own conscience into a pressure point, and it
does that not through force but through repetition, warmth, urgency, need, and the
gradual merging of a professional relationship into a personal one.

The literature on coercive persuasion and high-control environments is relevant here,
and I want to go over that carefully. I will not claim that this whole situation
constituted a cult, but several of the mechanics at work overlap with what that
literature documents. The pressure to doubt less, the sense that asking for
documentation feels like a betrayal of a person’s suffering, the treatment of critics as
dangerous rather than simply wrong, the soft use of secrecy, and the moral
positioning of the central figure as someone whose pain creates a special obligation in
everyone around them. Those are documented structural features of coercive settings,
and they do not require a compound or a ritual to operate. They require dependency,
uncertainty, emotional pressure, and a figure who can keep redefining the meaning of
events as they unfold. I am not diagnosing anyone, I left that professional a while
ago. I am describing a pattern that is recognizable in the record of this source
relationship.

Dr. Jennifer Freyd’s work on betrayal trauma is directly applicable here. She
documents that harm by a trusted person produces a different quality of confusion
than harm by a stranger, because the person being harmed needs to maintain the
relationship in order to navigate the situation they are in. That maintenance requires a
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degree of psychological suppression of information that would otherwise trigger a
break. The trust, in other words, is not evidence of stupidity but evidence of a specific
kind of adaptation that people deploy when they are dependent on someone who is
also misleading them. I was not dependent on Sascha Riley in any material sense, but
the professional investment in the source relationship, and the emotional weight that
accumulated over months of private contact, produced something functionally
similar. I carried doubt longer than I should have because acting on it felt like the
kind of thing that would hurt a person in genuine need. That is exactly how this
works on decent people who still care about the story they are trying to tell.

Astra Crosby spent seventy-two hours with William Sascha Riley in person. She
came away with two recordings, a set of observations from face-to-face contact that
no private message thread or phone call can produce, and conclusions about his
credibility that align with mine from a different and more direct vantage point.

What Astra had that I did not have was the physical room. She watched him in real
time, saw his face during the TikTok live, and watched the mood shift as the viewer
count and comment notifications came in. She said the excitement at the numbers
was visible and unguarded in a way that she could not reconcile with someone whose
primary orientation was getting his story out rather than managing its reception. She
said the break in trust came when he spoke about his conduct toward Pearleen in
terms she had not heard before — specifically, that he had punched her in the
forehead and, in his own words, lumped her up. That detail was not included for
effect because it was the point where what he had been presenting and what he was
privately saying stopped matching in a way Astra could no longer set aside, and
because her direct account of that moment gave my own accumulated doubt a shape
it had not yet fully taken.

ASTRA CROSBY — WHAT SEVENTY-TWO HOURS
SHOWED
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She had seventy-two hours in the same room. That is the dimension this investigation
did not have.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7igra7YEajM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWLN4lcxPJQ&start=828s
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There is a second thing Astra documented that also belongs in this piece. During the
period when the story was at its most publicly intense, a semi-nude photograph
appeared on Sascha’s account in the middle of content about childhood abuse. The
caption read, approximately:

“I have nothing to hide, some people do, it is not me.”

Astra says the engagement with the notification count after that post was visible and
immediate which, to be honest, means the photograph was not a lapse in judgment or
a symptom of distress. It was an audience measurement as the story had been
producing what it was designed to produce from the beginning: attention. That is not
a judgment on whether any underlying pain is real. Rather, it was an observation
about the relationship between performance and platform in a source whose narration
had already produced a series of documented inconsistencies when subjected to
sustained, direct questioning.
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Subscribed

A recording does not prove every event described in it. All that it can do is prove that
the speaker said those things, in that form, in that voice, at that time. That is a
significant evidentiary shift because before I was personally shown the recordings,
Astra’s account was subject to the dismissal that people in bad faith are always
willing to make: that she had a grudge, a bad read, a later spin on events she had
misunderstood. The recordings closed that escape and this piece confirms that.

What shook me most when I reviewed the recordings was the overlap with what I had
been hearing privately for months. A lot of what he told her, he had told me too, in
some form. He went deeper with her and was more vivid. The structure and
emotional frame were familiar. The descriptions of Lisa were operating in the same
lane. He had described suppression, control, fear, and the sense of being managed by
someone whose role in the story was larger than the public understood. Those
descriptions worked on me when I was hearing them privately, and seeing them
reflected in what he told Astra in person confirmed both that they were a rehearsed
lane and that the lane had done real work on both of us for the same reasons.

The internal file that I built from the private message lane flags recurring language:
catch and kill, rolling cascade of red flags, keeping everything quiet,
psychological torture, and internet swarm. Those phrases sounded like someone
explaining in real time exactly what this investigation had already been documenting
about the operation from the outside. That overlap between what a private source
says and what an independent investigation has already established is precisely what
makes a contaminated source lane so effective. The source appears to be
confirming your work but, what I have learned, is that what the source is actually
doing is using your work as a map for what to confirm.

THE RECORDINGS AND THE OVERLAP
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The cross-source analysis of Sascha Riley’s claims does not produce one clean
contradiction after months of collecting the data. It produces a pattern, and the pattern
is specific enough that it needs to be stated precisely rather than summarized.

The strongest signal across the full source set is what the forensic review calls
certainty drift. In the Lisa-era interview materials and in the pre-live private
messages, several claims are stated at high confidence levels or framed as already
moving through serious institutional channels. On the five-hour live broadcast, where
Sascha spoke under sustained direct questioning for the first time, a significant

THE INCONSISTENCY PATTERN

https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!B0yr!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F3e481f1d-04ac-4035-ab83-9f139433c65b_371x462.png


5/21/26, 8:25 PM

Page 50 of 93https://thefalloutwithtbs.substack.com/api/v1/post/pdf?postId=194353011

number of those same points became hedged, narrowed, or explicitly uncertain. The
gap between what the amplification layer around this story carried and what the
source himself said when questioned at length is, in several cases, very large.

In the pre-live message trail, Riley leans into the idea that a William H. Riley
appearing in the Epstein files represents a meaningful documentary link to his own
story. A message from approximately February 25th reads:

“I believe that’s the William H. Riley that’s mentioned numerous times
throughout the files.”

On the live, at timestamp 48:01 through 48:09, he says:

“they have redacted the email addresses, so I can’t tell you definitively which one
it is.”

That is not a clarification. It is a significant retreat from one of the few claims that

The William Riley Identity Bridge
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could have provided documentary linkage between his personal narrative and the
Epstein record. My own reporting has since confirmed that the William Riley in those
files is William Henry Riley, a private investigator, not William Kyle Riley, Sascha’s
adoptive father.

The pre-live materials use expansive institutional language: two congressional
committees in active contact, proof via Signal, an oversight meeting where
everything had already been delivered. On the live, at timestamps 1:37:38 through
1:38:14, the concrete description is this: a phone conversation with House Oversight
aides, no real follow-on, and an absence of any documented institutional response.
The movement is from broad institutional aura to a narrow and thin factual core. The
UN and Hague framing collapses entirely when he is asked on the live whether Lisa
ever showed him proof that she submitted anything to those bodies.

He says no.

In the Lisa interview transcripts, Jordan is described in direct, high-confidence terms:
remembered from a party, identified by voice, jawline, mannerisms, and visible
presence on the floor of Congress. On the live, at timestamp 55:37 through 55:49,
Riley says explicitly: is there a possibility that I am incorrect? Yes. For Bill Clinton,
the live transcript at 18:56 presents the identification as a tentative memory:

“I think I saw Bill Clinton, the memory wasn’t clear enough that I could put my
hand on a Bible and say that was him, I believe he may have been there.”

The public amplification layer consistently presented these identifications as settled.
The source himself, under hours of direct questioning, was materially more cautious
than the layer around him. That gap is documented.

Congressional Access

Jim Jordan and Bill Clinton

The Police Deposition



5/21/26, 8:25 PM

Page 52 of 93https://thefalloutwithtbs.substack.com/api/v1/post/pdf?postId=194353011

This is one of the most consequential forensic points in the full source set. On the
live, at timestamps 18:15 through 18:47, Riley says the deposition he gave to police
was markedly different from what he provided to Lisa, and that he tried not to stray
from the things that were solid. That statement means the Lisa interview materials
cannot be treated as equivalent to what he was prepared to say in a law enforcement
context. The public was asked to treat those interview transcripts as close to primary
evidence. The source himself, when asked directly, drew a clear line between what he
said in that setting and what he was willing to say to police.

In the fifth Sascha-Voldeng interview transcript, FBI contact is described in limited
terms: social media outreach, follow-on correspondence, no FBI-building deposition,
and a referral to local police. On the live, at timestamp 1:05:55 through 1:06:04, the
language expands substantially: FBI has called me, the Secret Service has reached
out to me, but neither version converts into documented federal validation of the
underlying claims. The language grows more dramatic as the audience grows larger
but the concrete content underneath it does not grow with it.

Federal Contact Language
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The source was consistently more cautious than the story built around him. The
distance between the two is documented.

The overall pattern in the live transcript is significant on its own terms. The live was
framed publicly, by the amplification layer around this story, as an accountability
event — a moment where the source would speak the truth in full. The internal
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message trail from before that broadcast shows something different. It shows a source
describing audience pressure, describing the need to fill the void, and often
describing followers who were getting restless. The live was also a platform
management event, not only a truth-telling exercise, and the gap between what that
audience had been led to expect and what the source was actually prepared to say
under sustained questioning is part of what the record now shows.

Subscribed

On March 10, 2026, Lisa Voldeng dropped Sascha Riley and returned immediately to
platforming George B. Tonks. The very man who The Eighth Circuit Court of
Appeals described as totally unrepentant and unwilling to accept responsibility.
He is named in EFTA01652016 alongside Ghislaine Maxwell and David Boies in a
federal witness harassment complaint, targeted Maria Farmer for years, in
documented violation of a federal court order barring all contact with her, posted a
researcher’s professional credentials publicly in retaliation after she investigated him,
and said publicly, regarding Voldeng’s relationship to Riley’s following:

“Lisa is brilliant, she has managed to keep the gullible ones perfectly in line.”

GEORGE TONKS — WHO SHE KEPT
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Three federal convictions, $1,569,872 in unpaid restitution, and named in a federal
witness harassment complaint alongside Maxwell. This is the person she kept after

dropping Riley.
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She dropped the person moving toward independent journalistic scrutiny and kept the
convicted felon. She published my private direct messages without consent and had
Tonks call my co-investigator, at the time, Anne Cheever a total lying degenerate,
using him as her public attack node the way she has used him throughout this
operation.

Reminder: This is the “man” she chose to continue to platform.
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The asymmetry in that choice is not ambiguous. A person who builds a survivor
support platform around a federally convicted felon named in a Maxwell-adjacent
witness harassment complaint, retains him after dropping her primary source, and
uses him to run preemptive contamination campaigns against investigating journalists
is not running a survivor protection operation. The structure of the choices tells you
what the operation is so it doesn’t require you to speculate about the intent when the
documented behavior describes it.
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Reddit interference. The subreddit ostensibly about Riley’s case. The account
ostensibly a community member. I am responsible for getting the r/saschariley

subreddit shut down.

Lisa Voldeng’s own public statements make the structure of her operation quite plain.
In the original interview with Sascha, she presents herself not as a publisher checking
claims but as an ally who already knows. She says she knew Sascha was speaking
honestly, recorded the conversations from the start from a position of already
understanding they could be used and later published, says discernment is the
faculty that separates people who understand from people who do not, and places
herself in the role of the person who can sense truth, hold pain, and guide the public
through it.

That self-presentation is the load-bearing wall of the operation. She did not ask
people to evaluate the evidence and reach their own conclusions. Instead, she asked
people to trust not just the source but her judgment of the source and wanted the trust
in his testimony to pass through trust in her. Once that frame is established,
skepticism about the source becomes implicitly a judgment on her discernment,

WHAT LISA BUILT
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which she has already primed the audience to treat as a special and elevated capacity.
That is exactly how doubt becomes stigma and how a platform operator insulates
both herself and her source from the kind of sustained scrutiny that would have
dissolved this much earlier.

A person who only republished something could reasonably claim she was misled. A
person who built a whole moral architecture around private access and public
certainty — who declared herself the hinge, built the stage, and sold her own
discernment as the product — does not get that exit. She made herself structurally
responsible for the consequences of what she built.

The source collapse lands on her head with more weight, not less.
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A private intake point with one operator and no accountability chain is not a
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substitute for reporting or law. I know what she is ACTUALLY up to though, and it is
DARK.

The vault structure is one of the clearest signals in the whole operation. A legitimate
repository for survivor testimony has protocols for what the evidence becomes,
where it goes, and how its integrity is maintained over time. It has institutional
partners and a verifiable chain of custody. What Voldeng had was a ProtonMail
address and a paid subscription tier. The announced UN filings produced no
confirmation from any UN body and the congressional relationship produced no
documented meeting record. It is more than obvious what her intentions were once I
saw the cartoonish packet that she sent to Senator Wyden’s office. When you cannot
trace the path from collection to consequence, the collection is serving someone other
than the survivors whose testimony it holds.
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She testified under oath that her business has generated $53 in total trademark sales
and that she has not worked full-time since 2015. She has presented herself to 77,000
subscribers as an international Epstein accountability advocate with access to
congressional offices, legal teams, and UN bodies, to investigating journalists as a
law enforcement source, to survivors as their protector, and to Sascha Riley as his
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handler and guardian. The documented record shows she is none of those things, and
the gap between the public presentation and that record is not a small one.

Subscribed

I know that everyone reading this will want a direct answer to this question, and you
deserve one.

I do not think Sascha Riley is a simple fabricator who invented an entire life from
scratch for attention. The cleanest version of that story does not match what I
observed across months of direct contact and does not match what is in the full cross-
source analysis. I think there is likely real damage somewhere underneath this. The
clinical literature on prolonged interpersonal trauma is clear that it can alter
identity, trust, emotional regulation, the capacity for consistent self-narration,
and the relationship between memory and present experience. The VA’s
documentation on complex trauma and dissociation describes exactly the kind of
pattern where a person can sound deeply sincere and still not be reliable in public
narration, where the narration serves functions beyond simple fact-telling. That
framework does not prove any specific claim he has made but it does help explain
why a person can speak with apparent conviction and still be producing a version of
events that does not hold up under sustained cross-source analysis.

WHAT I THINK IS GOING ON WITH SASCHA
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I also believe there is a second layer that sits on top of whatever real damage exists
underneath. I think he has learned, through time and through the specific environment
this series has been documenting, how to use closeness, vulnerability, and private
need in ways that keep people near him longer than the evidence warrants. I do not
think that learning erases the first layer because they operate together in a way that
makes the full picture genuinely difficult to classify. That difficulty is real but it is
also not an excuse for the damage the public form of this story has produced.

I still think he may have pointed at real things. What he said about Lisa privately
matches the central line of what this investigation has documented about her
operation from the outside. He may have been useful to the larger documented
investigation and dangerous to it simultaneously, and he may still be. That is one
reason this piece should not be read as a total dismissal of everything associated with
his name. If anyone is confused by where I stand with all of this, my point here is not
to close the file on every claim he ever made. The point is to close the public form of
the story in its current shape, because that form is now doing damage to real
survivors and to the legitimate investigation this series is actually about.
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People did not believe Sascha Riley because they were credulous and no one should
look at it that way because it is wrong. It was because the story arrived in a setting
where elite abuse, institutional suppression, and managed silence already felt entirely
plausible based on documented history and because the source did not stay in one
lane. He appeared in private messages, interviews, recordings, and in public posts, all
saying roughly similar things with emotional specificity that built over time. They
believed him because Lisa Voldeng put herself in front of him as a moral guarantor
and told them not just that the source was credible but that her discernment
confirmed it. She did not say: here is material I am still examining, she said she
knew.

That is a significant distinction because a platform operator who says here is
evidence, examine it, reaches a different audience in a different cognitive posture
than a platform operator who says I have already used my superior discernment to
determine this is true, and your doubt is a sign of your inferior understanding. The
second posture does real work on an audience that already cares about survivors. It
changes the cognitive cost of skepticism and makes doubt feel like betrayal rather
than method.

The timeline of the public story also needs to be seen clearly. Voldeng published the
first Substack post with the audio on November 23, 2025, the Ultra-Agent letter
announcing an international legal campaign on January 30, 2026, announced she
would not publish the promised Part 2 on February 10, 2026, citing ‘safety and
security reasons’, and she dropped Riley on March 10, 2026. From moral urgency to
public discard in fewer than four months and yet it seems like so much longer. A
source does not go from living proof to silent disposal in a vacuum. That sequence is
a handling problem, and it needs to be examined as one.

WHY PEOPLE BELIEVED HIM
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The public life of this story was short, tightly managed, and ended without
explanation.
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The intelligence layer of this investigation is not in this piece. The specific
institutional architecture documented around this story is deeper than what belongs in
Part XXXI, and it belongs in its own reporting when the record is fully ready and
approved by the agencies now handling it. I am not going to tell you what it is
tonight, because this piece is about what I can fully discuss right now. What I can
say is that it exists, and that it sits behind what has already been published in
this series in a way that will become clear when the remaining of The Machine
run on their original timeline.

THE DEEPER LANE
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This is one place where the larger file begins, and one place where this piece stops
short on purpose.
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This lane stayed in the documented file after the public story around Sascha began to
collapse.
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Names in the documented record stayed fixed even as the public story shifted around
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them.

The social bridge into this lane is visible throughout.

The machine required every prior layer to be in place before the sixth layer could
function. The vault, the convicted amplifier, the routing infrastructure that was
operational before any of this became public — none of that is coincidental
background but, instead, the architecture the sixth layer walked into. Sascha Riley
was not the machine. He was the layer of it that was most effective because it was
the one that looked least like infrastructure and most like a person who needed help.
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The Riley Protocol was established at the start of this series to ensure that nothing
negative about Sascha Riley would be published until every other layer of the
machine was fully documented. It is being activated now, triggered by Astra Crosby’s
seventy-two hours, her recordings, and by the phone call that gave both of us a view
of the full record that neither had alone.

What I can fully stand behind: Sascha Riley’s account of his childhood, as
presented publicly across the full interview and message record, contains specific
claims that cannot be independently verified and specific elements directly
contradicted by behavioral evidence observed first-hand by a survivor who spent
seventy-two hours in the same room. His account of his own domestic conduct,

WHAT I KNOW AND WHAT I DON’T
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captured on recording and described publicly by Astra, is flatly inconsistent with the
portrait of himself presented to hundreds of thousands of people. His own public
statements on Threads describe being managed and exploited by Voldeng’s operation.
Those statements are on his public social media accounts that he posted himself.

Lisa Voldeng built an operation that collected survivor testimony without verifying it,
announced institutional relationships that never produced institutional documents,
managed her primary source in ways that kept him isolated from outside scrutiny,
retained George B. Tonks on her platform after dropping Riley, and ran a
documented discrediting campaign against journalists who asked hard questions.
Those things are documented and the records are in this series.

George Tonks operated on that platform as an amplifier and attack node while
running the same advance-fee talent scheme that produced his 1993 federal
conviction, under his own name, on Groupon. He is named in EFTA01652016
alongside Maxwell and in Maria Farmer’s painting of the network. He may not
realize it yet, but he violated a federal court order barring contact with Farmer while
on supervised release. Those things are documented and many of those things are
already being dealt with by the authorites.

The story of Sascha Riley does not close the story of The Machine, at all. If anything,
it clarifies it because the investigation is not over. It is, though, more honest than it
was last week.

The other pieces in this series proceed on their original timeline. Nothing about this
finding changes what Maxwell and Epstein built or what the people around that
network continue doing to real survivors. Nothing about it resolves the questions
about what Voldeng’s vault actually collected, who has access to it, and what happens
to the survivors who sent materials to theknightleaguevault@proton.me in good

WHAT COMES NEXT
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faith or changes the documented Maxwell and Waitt flight from Vancouver to
Victoria BC in June 2005. Nothing about it resolves what sits behind the four
screenshots in the section above.

I got fooled, twice. I reported it anyway and got to the truth because that is the
job.

What I owe the people this series was built to serve is not a perfect record of never
being misled. It is an honest account of exactly what happened and exactly what the
evidence shows and you have now read that account.

Watch Astra’s videos, read Dr. Laura Robinson’s work, and read the other
independent work written about Sascha Riley. Put all of it together with what is in
this piece and make your own judgment.

Pay attention to what Lisa Noelle Voldeng does in the next seven days. People
running operations like hers do not go quiet when the exposure arrives. They manage
the exposure, so watch how she manages this one. That will tell you more about
what her operation is than anything else currently in the public record.

Once the source relationship changes category, the file has to change with it.
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Someone is about to get a taste of her own medicine.

Rest in Peace William Kyle Riley
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Congressional contact tool: grifter-nation.com

Troy Barile: thegrifter.nation@gmail.com

Crisis Resources: grifter-nation.help

http://grifter-nation.com/
http://grifter-nation.help/
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The Machine Investigative Workbook and Companion Website: followthefiles.com

This is a reader-funded independent investigation. As always, this reporting
remains free. Paid subscriptions and Buy Me a Coffee support help cover records,

research tools, and document costs, but there is no obligation.
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Troy Barile — The Fallout with TBS

thefalloutwithtbs.substack.com · grifter-nation.com · grifter-nation.help ·
followthefiles.com
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Since The Machine series started, the most common thing in my inbox isn’t a tip or a
document — it’s a question. Some version of: where do you look, how do you know
what’s real, how do you document something in a way that holds up when the people
you’re writing about have lawyers and you don’t. I’ve answered it in DMs more
times than I can count so this the answer and it’s available to everyone.


